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Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To precisely identify the area for each pixel read from an original. 
SOLUTION: Image reading from the original is executed by dividing into pre-scanning and main scanning. 
The read result of pre-scanning is made into line partial data of each main scanning direction and its 
featured value or an identifying result sorted based on the featured value is stored in a page memory 5a. In 
main scanning, image data on the pixel of a local block provided in the periphery of a pixel under 
consideration is stored in a block memory 5b and a local calculating means 12 calculates local featured 
values. While, referring to the partial featured value or the identifying result of sorting information stored in 
the page memory 5a to take into account as wide information, an area identification processing means 13 
identifies an area the pixel under consideration belongs to based on the local feature value from the means 
12." . w 
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